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Masioradwin for Record

guvject: Tnvestigation of Unidentified lerial fm_;f-cb 3 ,,mr r‘d by = .U .
| (& o rli

l. On 21 Aug 52 Capt E. J. Ruppelt and 2/Lt e L-, Olsson of ¥ yshue Book!v
and Capt !*ﬂ-!"_f and Capt Iluu*rl..x.s Davis departed 'I‘L:‘f,t.:-u abiErason nl"i"*'“"{‘IT’Eﬂ B 'L:fﬂ
at approximately 1500 EST in a B-25 aircraft for Ve-ist: .t*'ﬂ;.;' Beach I..m...r* .;11
Airport, Florida. AU approxipately 1930 ES5T they ru‘rimd at ..a--r*'z ‘nlm _*' 'ch,
Florida, Capt Hoey and C.ip'l' Davis originally 1:1.1"1113(1: s i ‘
Patterson B, but due to mechanical trouble with 151@‘3-"5' n':;,f :'31.-."*.;,’:
participated in the Investigation, L
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2o Upon landing the ATTC group spolka 10 the Ahtedmsems il iio: Sy
lia was eware of the vurmposs of the trip, He montionad that peaonle has azen
flares in the vicinity of the cighting area at some ununown tine and said that
it was genemrally believed that thna scoutmraster had been hit by a {lare. At
tha tire of the talk with Cept Zuha no debtnils as to what he wag referring to
w2x® obiained as it was assured that they were well knowm by the Intellipgenca
Officer. Howvevei, later Capt Zaha's story becam2 Mmore significunt but hez coulqd
not be locnted, (luo*e datails hzve bsen raquasted from hz.n)

3. On the morning of 22 Mg 52 Cant Cernzy, Jing Intellipgence Officer of
the 1707th Air Bagse Wing, lYlest Palm Beach lunicipal Airport, Floricda, was
contacted. Ille shovwad the ATIC perty coples of statements he haud received
from the scoutmastss, threze boyscouts, and othar possible witnasaes to tha
incident. These statamznts are being forwarded throuzgh channels per aiir
Force Letter 200-5. The contents of the statements ure thz sume us datails
ebtuired in interview. Dstalls of these Inteoiviews will be given in this mramo,
congeguently the contonta of the signad statements will not be discussed.

4e Capt , 8 12dicul oificer at the air bass wvho had exanined lir,
on the evenlng oi 21 aug 52 wvas contacved., His colapleve ruroxt

vill be forwmrded with ths Form 112 through channels. He ctated that li. qggp
' w18 normel ph;csicallga. Tha hair on the back of his forearms was singed,
bul not badly. The skin on his forearms shuwed no signs of blisters, burns,

or rc¢idnass. Ha sgtated that if the gkin had bsen burpad it was ve:y minor an
there was absolutely no after-effects (Comment: this exmaination toox place

46 hours after the incidont). lir. RGN ctated that the hair in his
nostrils had also besn singed but that he2 had cut it out. There was no ancur-
ent. evidence of thia, houaver, ths medical officer stated that he lws scre

doubt ns to several noints ing R story.

s#e He stated that he had received an "“Otha: Than Honorahlehm discharge
from the Yrrines i 1944. He hzd been hitch-hiking and vas picksd up by sn AN
unknown p=2rsons The person got tired of driving ond aslznd_?to drivi, .+ 1
which he did. They wsra picked up by law caforcement officers #wnd it turned 0
out that the car wus stolen. lie was arrestad and charged with ,ute Theft, in ’-°
Civil Court, but the charges vere later dronped, He suid that becauss of this . ok

¢
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incident he uas di:scharged from the Marines., (lils liarine records ravo baen N
raguested). {"
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. bes He stated that in 1948 he had had an accident in vhich an =zuto-
moblle slippned of hoist and fell on his stomach, [ie vas hoapitalized 3 months
for Diathermy treatment. The mediecal oflicer thought this was highly 11‘.-]_"[}31]:;
dues to the fuct that Diathermy treatmants do not require hospitalization,

ce lVhen ssked if he had ever had nightmares, he stated a flat "no",
but saild that once he did have o dream about & beautiful womsn and was still
looking for her, (Comment: The only reason this is mentionesd in the report |
is that it is possible that 1t has some bearing on the poychological angle).
The medieal officer was convinced that the psychologlcal asvects of the case
should be pursued (Comment: It was evident that there had been a personality
clash between the medic end lir. I, I'or soue reason the medic took

en apparent "dim view! of YNGR .

5 About noon on 22 Aug 52 Capts RPu~pelt, Ilosy, Davis and Lt Olsson of
ATIC, Cuapt Carney and an airman from the 1707th Alr Base ling Tntelligence,
the madical officer, two sheriffs from the Palm Beach County, and an airsan
staff-car driver visited the scene of the incident. (See attached map and
sketch),

6. The deputies pgave their account of the incident, At about 2200 157
on the night of 19 .ug 52, thoy were called and told that the boyscouts vere
at a house asking for help. They procecded in separate cars to the houas
(see map), picked up the scouts and returned to the ear on the road, (Hsturnad
tﬂ*l car) At approximately 2230 u5¢ they s illIENRR coning throuzh
the palmettos with no light, waving his machete, They wvere 2 little dubious of
the whele situation and refused to com2 and help*s he was requesting.
Ho finally came out and explained the incident to the officers. They made cne
definite conclusion, in all their experience as neace officers they had never
scen a person as frightened n&‘mﬂ at that time,

7. jlI‘l‘m‘y’ took him back into the woods and at the approximate spot ha
describad, they found his flashlight, a large light similar to the ones used
by railroad men, face down silll burning. They also found what they believe
to be a place where a person had been lying near the lights The spot was
rarked with tree bronches, They then took UMMM to the sherilfts office
in est Palm Beach, V\hen they arrived he retold his story end they exanined
his burns., ‘They s2id his arm was reddened and that the hair on his arms was
singed. They did not notice, nor was it rmentloned by ’, that ths
hair in his nostrils was singed,

8. The area, 50 yards around the spot where the flashlight was found,
'as searched, There was no above normal radiation, no burned foliage or grass,
no broken or tramnled follage or trees, (other than that demaged by the gheriff
and the search party) no sign of debris such as flares, Nothing urusual of
any description was found, ‘i'h2 grass and folicge in the area of the spot over
which the object hovered was compared to the grass and foliage 50 jyards away,
There was no difference in the appearance.

9. One boyscouh, a GNP > 12 vas contacted, In the presencs
of his mother he stated that he had been riding with DegVergers and two other

boyscouts. As they were passing the gpot where lnter entered the
woods, ‘uu a light, They did not se o« woeconds later they all
— 2 -




saw another light, One scout wanted to go on, but.‘ turned around and
went back to the spot and stopped, He instruclmd the scouts to wait 10 minutes
and if he was not back to call for help. Tfing stated that the boys observed

going through the palmetios bacvuus they could see his light, Then
he gaid they could see a red light go toward hin, saw him gilhouetted in the red
licht and saw him fall, ’ii.an they ran up the road to a housge that had a light
to get help, They called the highway p,.ttrnl from the house.

10. Avproximately 1800 on 22 Aug 52 Capl Carnsy senl a stalf car to pick

u YR in est Palnm Deach and bring hin out, to the air buse for an inter-
view, He arrived at about 1830 having not taken time to eat and was net by
Capts Ruppelt, Hoey, Davis, Carney, Lt Olsson, and a staff sergeant from E'zpt
Carneyt!s office, Vas very coonerativa, he appeared to be norral,
but just a shade on the '*odq"" side (Coru ents Possibly from being nervous?7?).
The following account is telken from notes that vere takenby Cant lhm,::ﬂl*‘ during
the interview and are as near true staltements as possible.

1ll. "I was goinz south (along Military Trail) about 40 }PH foo.ing arovnc
with the kids (boyscoutz) when I caught a flash of light out of the corner of
iy eye. I looked around and saw a series of fuzzy 115:11“3 lilte the cabin win-

dous of an airliner, They were headed down at about a 45° angle into the woods,
then th2 kids saw it, I stopred and talked it over with kids then went one

I stopped again because I thought that if it were an airceraft that had erashed,
I had betier try to help. T turned around and went back. There ‘H:l..: a radio
Program that had just come on, it was 9:45. I told the kids to estimats vhen
he progrem was 2/3 over (10 mrnutna) and if I hadn't come out by that tims to
go for help as I would probably need it., I judged the lights were aboutb tio
niles from the road, I picked nmy way through the p'll!*.#'l"l‘ﬂﬁ, looking at the
stars to keep on a 900 track from the road and shining 1y light over the tops
of the palmettos to find the easy path. I looked at ryy watch and noticed four
minutes (time now 2149). Then I noticed an open spol ahead of m2 and stopped,
thinking it night be a lake, It turned out to be a clearing. I sawv no lights
on the way in",

12, "As I said I was surprised at reaching a clearing, thinking it might
be a lake, and I carefully ste:pad forward with the light pointing toward the
ground, I had a second two cell flashlight in my backpocket,

13, '"When I first stepped into the clearing I noticed a peculiar swell.
I went two or three spaces when I had the faeding somebody or something was
watching me, 1 kept on going and began to feel heai, like walking close to an
oven, It was hot and humid like and it seemed to D2 cominz from above, I
hadn't thought of looking up, vhen I did I couldn't see the slky. (Comment:
On baing rejuestioned on this part he meant that he couldn't sae stars.)
I knew I had run into something rough, I stood frozen in my tracks, I wanted
to throw goiething or hit it with my machete, I felt for my flas hll"bt in my
backpocket and thought of throuing it, but was too scared. (Comment: This
establishes that he dian't looge his flu...hlir*ht going into the clearing). The
bottonm of the object was dull black with no seams, joints or riveh lines, It
had dirty streaks running straight across as if oil or dust had bloun baclk,
(Comment: lhen asked if they were circular or concentric rings he said “no',)
I tried to run bubt froze, I was so scareds The object was about 6" to 8" above
tha pine trees, I then got control of myself and backed away. I could feel the
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heat lessen as I backed out from under the edge of the ship. I looked up
and saw the edge ol the ship silhouetted against the slky. It was round,
vith a done shape top and with holes and fins running around the edge.
The bottom edze seemed to glow with a sort of a phosphorescent glow, like
phosphorus in the sea at nipght (see sketch). ‘[hey scemsd to be as seared of
me as T wos of theme (Comment: He repeated this frequently during the B
interview, lhen asked how he lknew or vhat he meant, he said the object apveared
Lo move back as he approached)e

1/ "I had iy light on the object and couldn't get my eyes off it,

but as soon as I backed off I could see the object silhovetted agalnst the
g'ye I could see the dome, Then I heard metlal against metal, like a hatch
opening and thought someone wms going to watch me (Coment: ?22-This could be
an error in note taking)e I said a million »rayers. I saw something noman-
tarily but couldn't sece what it was. 1lext T saw a2 red flare vhich appeared
slovly to move toward me. It came out of the side, T couldn't move or yell
I was so scareds I could see the ship in the glow of the red light (Corment:
He kept referring to the object as a "shin" all the time)., I put my hands
over ny face (Comment: Fists closed, hand over each eye, palms toward face
and elbowa in stomach), I could sce a red nist around me, then I passed out,"

15, "hen I woke up I was standing next to a tree, I think, I scen to
remember stumbling through palusttos. I couldn!t see and ny eyes burnod,
I slovly began to come back, I saw lights through the trees end started running
toward them, I didn't cven know whether or not 1y feet were hitting the ground.
T thought I might be deade Next I met the deputies and we went back to get ny
light, The two cell fashlight is still missing®.

16, Next QP 1:ontioned e dream that he had had the night before,

He said that he was unable to sleep nighis from thinking of his expsrience and
had attempted to get a sedative from the druggiste The druggist would not sell
him a gedative, hovever, and he {inally got to sleep by Utalking several aspirns,
He stated that he had a drean in which he had jumped across the ditch into the
clearing and was fighting with the "ship" in the air, He thinks from the dreen
he night be able to go back and find where he lost the flashlight, as the whole
evenings performance seemed to have come back to him in his drean,

17, Upon being reinterrogated as to times, he stated that he went into the
voods nearly exactly 9:45 P.li, He said for the boys to leave for help after 10
minmites, He thinks it vas & mimutes from the time he left the car until this
red light hit him in the face, He was /4 ninutes gelting to the ddme of the
palnetto clearing,

18, Upon being reinterrogated about the odor that he smelled, he stated
that it wvas an "acute, sharp smell", He had never simelled anything like it
before, He works with ruratic acid and knows how that smells, It had 2
sickening nauseating smoll., He thinks that the odor is what made him pass
out, He had a woozy feeling vhile he was passing out, similar to b2ing put
under anesthetic,

19. Upon being reinterrogated he went back over the {olloving péints:

ae "It was hotter than standing next to an oven, more like walking
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into an oven", The heat was concentrated downe The further he went under the
"ship" the hotler it gots. He stated he perspired and felt cool when he cura
out from under the object,

be "A red mist engulfed hinm, He was not consclous of any change
in temperature vhen the red nist hit him, BEven if it burned he still could
10t heve felt any burn he was so ceered., His eyes were glued on the object,
He put his hands up before it hit him",

cs Ulhen he came to he was in the palmelios before he finally realized
vhere he was,

de He felt no dovnwmsh of any kinde He did hear a babbling sound,
It was possibly the boyscouts in the ear, houever, he was not sure of this,

ee He heard a hissing sound after he entered the clearing and
noticed the object, He heard the hissing all the time he was conscious,

feo He was asked the srell of his hat to see if the odor might atlll
be clinging to the fobrie, however, it was not,.

20s A discrete attempt wes made to try to get lir. W volved in
a discussion of "flying seucers." He stated that he had seen & movie ’
"lWhen the lorlds Collide", but that was all. Ee did not read "Tlying
saucer” stories in the newspaper although he had noticed the headlines of «
couple of then,

21, M .QEtﬂed that several people had contacted him regarding
his story. They were: a) A scientist carme to his store to see him, The seienw
tist vas from Schenectady, New Yorke Ho did not lmow his name and brushed hin
off, b) / person from the University of Alabama wanted hin to make a recording,
He told the person that he was not interested, ¢) Two pecople from the Univer-
sity of Florida contacted him, They said it was evident that he Imew more than
he was saying, but that he would not talk to them, d) A reporter from Time
Magazire, who he wouldn't talk to, contacted him on the 2lst. e¢) Some lMiami
radio station offered him cask for his story, f ) A newspaper woman thet he

head mown 2ll through high school dﬁa called hin but he wouldn't talk, (Commant:

The above accounts are strictl storye Th2y were not checked by
ATIC)s He appeared to like to tell how important he was.

22. SRR o ted that he hed two comments to rale. They were:

ae Vhat made 1t suspend? Ve (probably meaning the United Stated)
cantt defy gravity. He doubted that it vas memufactured "heren, (Comment:
He probably means the United States),

b. He thought that since we are reaching out into gpace, someone clge
may be and are possibly ahead of us, He s2id he belisved thet the object was
probably fron outer space,

23, }Imq then asked what he should do about people coming
Lo talk to him, He stated that he would be very glad o cooperate with the
Alr Force and not tall: to anyone if he was nol supposed to, lle was advised

i
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by Capt Ruppelt that «v was the policy of this project not to ask :

to withhold any information, and the fact that Eﬂ 'frera trying to ﬂzﬁtc}i{il 111:?
was not true., He then stalted that he would go liome and call the nevwapaners )
and give them the story to "get them off his neck." lle was advised that he

was free to do soe He seemed to be rather proud of the fact that he was brushed
off so maxy newspaper people and others who are interested. He seered to take
great pride in throwing around such fucts as people are offering money, pro-
fessors had called, Time magazine had called, radio station hag cﬂllﬂd: et
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oosition of automobile on the road toward the place where

c e ot burned vhich is in the center of the photo past
the palmetto thicket, This shot was taken through a car window to simue
late vhal the boyscouts night have seen., 1In addition, you can see the
edre of the malmetto thicket, lihile this shol was Leinz taken, soumecone
was standing in back of the thicket with his hand in the air, The hand

is not visivle in the picture, however, it was viszible to the pholograoher,
It is interesting to note, however, that only the up-slreiched palm of the
hand was visible, not the persons head,

rhotograoh I-Ia! l - This is a photo locking almost straignt east from the

. - g el W &
W
2




..nu*' oranh No., 2. = This is a photo of the [irsv clcaring and pﬂ'.h?ettal |

. hicket that*EEMENEgES vont through on his vay to the scens of ihe sigh'-

: The dircction is alnost straight east, is for es could be dotermlined,.
storied in the lower foreground cnd his path went direetly up |

the center of the photograph into the palmetlo thicket,

"‘l

Photoer lio. 3 = This shows the palmetto thicket at the mooroxinate
voint *helt AR cntered, It gives an idee as to the height and
density of the palmetto growth, Local citizens stated that it was “‘crawl-
ing ' with

ratilesnakes,
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Flotorraph lio, 4 - This is a photoloken alnost siraipht west toward the

ppluetio

o

thicket, The point vhercUe -rerrcd from ths thickeb and

first had Uhe feelinz that "somebody was watehinz him is directly in the
ci-i.tar of the piecture, The pholographer wes slanding on the cpotl vhere i

flashlight was found,

- . .'..1_*'.'1---"-“-':! = & - G i.ar'* - P —— ol g o P S————

aph llo, 5 - This is 2 photo ol thararaa 'ﬁhar'- clained

sject hovered above the trees. The sudbjects in the phologra~n are

a cpot on the ground which is thou-ht to Le directly under the
the object hovered,
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Photperapa Mo. 6 - This photo shows the approiimate posiltion — vas
stanfling when he clains lo have looked up at the edge of the object,

\ '
|

Fhotograon.No. 7 - This is a 'photu of the general.area where
claims ©o have been gitanding when he observed the object, The.objeet oip-
posedly hovered &' - 12" over the ire=s,
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Photlranh 0. 8 = This ia 2 photo of the jemeral orea vherc NG "
c.L:'.i;.fs to have been stonding when he observed the object,
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Phctl'agraph l'o, 9 = this photo shows 'he snol wherc NN 5 'housnt
To fiave been Lylnz on the ground, The brush next to the righo _hand of the
supject are twigs thatl were placed there oy the Depuiy Snerifi? the nizat
ol the sighting, The flashlignt vas found, still lizhted, tace u-.:nm,aa'l:.
1h2 point vhere the subject is poinbting his finger.
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Photograph lo, 10 -~ This shows the spot on 1

was loying and vierooliPee s ooosedly hod lain in the {rass,

-

¢ grounc where the flashlizht

It will

v noted that the soil ig Hundy'and that the Ernwth ol! the grass 18 rather
. wa e T
The twig in the fore-round is the one placed there by the Leputy

sparse,

oneriff {o mark the point,
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Photograph llo. 11
when the ball of red lisht supposedly come toward Lin,

Ving in the approximate spot ' wvas standing,

- The photo is similating the position teken by NGNS ]

The subject is stand-




Photograph No, 12 = This photo shows t ﬂpr

ologral e w3 the a oxinat 4 : : .
c-z-i 10:_:+tlla highvay when they were perked to 1;13&?1&# - Lazﬂiﬁih:uihaziﬂ !
palietto growth, car was marked to the left of the hIghtenZinihE

line pole which is shown the left pert of .
photo is epproximately VIM, ®%% parv ol the photo, The direction in this
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Protogrranh lo. 1L - This is a photo of the houvses from which ths flares
reporiedly originated,
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Photograph llo, 15 -~ This is a photo looking down the hirhway north toward
»est Palm Deach, 'he house in the center of the photograch is the house
to which the boyscouts ran to report that«e 2s possibly in troutle,
and [rom where the Highway Pairol was called, It is approximately 3/4'mile..
from the point the pholograph was taoken to the house, The people in this-
house reported seeing {lares originating from a house in o close proxiaity,
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Photograoh llo, 16 = 17 = These are
showing the Lurned spots in the ha
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Memorandum for Record 12 September 1952

SUBJiCT: Report of a Trip to Vest Palm Bsach, Ilorida, to Investigate Sighting

of Unidentified Aericl Objects by = lir, (GGG

l. On 8 September 1952, Capt E, J, Ruppelt and Lt R, I, Olsson of ATIAA5S
traveled to VYest Palm Beach, ¥la,, to conduct a further interrogatvion ocnd inves-

tigation of I, H The officers arrived at Viest Pulm Beach at
gonroxinately 1900 EST on the 8th and contacted Capt Carney, 'ing Intelligence

Officer, 1707th Air Base Wing, on the morning of the 9th of September 1952,

2. A conference wag held with Capt Carney to determins whether or not
there had been any late develooments in this case Thal the two ATIC officers
were not familier with, Capt Carney stated that to his knowledge there waga
nothing outstanding that had hapnened, le was asked about the factas of supposedly
anonynous threatening telephone calls that 1r, SN0 received, |le
gtated that NP hod called hinm approximately two waeks ago (1 Sept 52
el stated that he had been receiving snonymous threatenipng telephone calls
whiile at vork in the eatablisliment in which he is employed, The calls ware
tallin QIR t> 1oy off of his story and thut if he didn't he would be
sorry, ete, He was advised that threatening phone calls were not an iir Force
function and he should go to ths F,B,I, He did this but was referred to the
local police, ULapt Carney also stated that a lr, a nearby rancher, had
become intereated in the case, had gone out and logk2d at the spot where the
object was supposed to have hovered, M, stated that he believed the grass
Ikad Leen burned and that he was going to e gamples and send them to St., Louls,
¥o,, for analyais, (Comment: MNe did not state whare in St, Louis he was plan-
ning to send the ssmples,) Mr, 8 contacted by tel=zphone and stated that
due to the fact that it had rained before he was able to pick up the samples he had
not dene so and consequently there would be no report from the laboratory in St,
Iouis,

3. Capt Carney also stated thal he had talked to a .ol vho has
boen retfained cowiniimiies oress ngent, had called on Capt Carney and
had talked to him in the presence of the Tase legal Officer from the VWest Paln
Peach International Airport, ’uaa interested in lmowing whether or not the
alr Force would make a background lnvestigation of lrestuuliiNgmeese. C:pt Carney
slated that aa far as he was concerned he would not mMake an invastigation but
undoubledly some Air lforce Agency would, Capt Carney was nlso asked whether or

206 he believesnumgiiers' story, naturally Capt Carney did not commit himself,

4« On the morning of 9 Septembar 1952, Cnnt Ruppelt, Capt Carnsy, and It
Olsson tock a staff car into West Palm i2ach to attempt to find out more about
Mr., -. Capt Carney and Uapt Kuppelt called on the local F,B.I, igent
to datermine whether or not they had possibly hesrd any rurors or could give
eny leads on the case, They stated that naturally they were not officially
interested in the case and that they had received no directions froa their
higher authority to pursue the case, The ¥,B,1, agent did state, howaver, that




he had picked up saveral rumors and passed these rumors on to Capt Carnsy and
Capt. lh,],i)palt. He stated that the best place to confirm come of these ruors
wvould be at the Viest Palm Beach or the Palm Beach County Sheriff's office, ihe
one rumor that was of most interest was that a dactor in Vesl Palm Ueach had

LY

atated that he knevellll AR =< that lLie was very probably a mental case,

5, Capt Ruppelt and Capt Carnsy then went 1o the Paln beach Uoualy
Sheriff's office and contacted a lr, lawsrance, the Chlef wveputy, Ilir, Lawerance
was unable to give too many details on the case, lHe stated that he had hoeard
some rurorg about but actually had never run them down hiuself, He
was also questioned as to the character of Ir. e viho vas Press
agent, He stated that I, vas possibly not too reliabl he fact that
he was a preas agent with a dountful reputation,

6., The officers ncxt talked to a M, C, B, Bowen another deputy al the
Palm Beach Uounty Sheriff's Office, Mr, Bowen was very mmch interested in ths
cose pnd had contacted some agency in Washington, possibly the F,B,IL,, and had
rocaived Mo, AN 0o ckground record and was aware of the fact that h2 had
sorved time in the reformatory. Hs said that he did not personally 1:"1:::*.”
tut understood that his record in Zalm each was not exactly Yeclean, but that he
had no sctual police record, Ye stated that a Dr, Byrd, a physiclan vio vas
ealled upon by the sheriff's office as a consultant, knew more about
arnd that we should contact him, He also stated that he knew this I,
and that he trusted hin and wonld balieve anything he said, (Comnent: 1his is
150 degrees out of phase with vhat the other deputy sald.) He was also questioned
as to the general location and genesral aspscts of the sighiing, He stated the
contrary to other reports that we have had, Yhere is absolutely no danger in
coing through a palnetto grove et night, He stated that many times hz has
crawled through these palmetto groves al night and that the denger of baing

Litten Ly a rattlesnake is almost nil, (Comment: It had been previously stated
t::s.tﬁuld have had to have some powerful motivalting force to have
gone Into the palmetto at night, however, according to ths depuly this is not
nzcegsarily trus especially sinue* is femlliar with the area,) He
alzo stated thal there was a very small possibiliiy that there had Lesn margh
gas (msthane) in the area gince it was a dry area, JIn addition, he stated that
one of the police officers vho had met U that nicht wvas a Mr. Louls
Carroll, a constantinople from liest Palm Beach area, was not too reliable, Ia
stated that since the incident he had been on a case with loule Carroll and

that Cerroll had stated that he would like to make a "big deal™ out of thia
sighting, He stated something to the fact that he would take some pictures

of the burned trees and the burned ground and would have half of the Air i'orecs
from vashington down there investigating, He thsn Vooked™ L, e jokingly
and sald, "what do you thinik of the deal?" (Comrent: e would have to fake this
beeaugse nothing aopeared to ba bmrned,) ok a very dim view of ihe wholo
thing, so gavae the oflicers gone leads as to vhere <N 1 o< worii:d
and what contacts to make,

7. The next parson to be contacted was a lr, @l a pirt-owner of
llardware Store, vhere MR is oresently employed, Lt Olsson, Capt Ruppelt,
Capt Carney and a S/Sgt Ralph Soerer of Cant Carney's office contacted lir. UHD.
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1y, MR had nothing but praise for SRR Il stated thal he is a very
good e*ﬂln rea and he would hate to lose him, He algo stated that in meany ways
' would go out of his way to help him, 7The one example he used was that
ynetine ago he (1-11%‘ wvas constructing a greenhouse in his backyerd, ‘The
construction was not completed and he had put a large tarpaulin over the roof
of tha preenhouse., One night when I-'J:'.P and his fomily were eway, a wind-
storm come u»n, 1t was a very violeni windstorm and did quite a bit of damage
in the West Palm Beach area, He stated that h2 waan't aware of the severity
of the storm althouzh when he returned he fouald his greenhouse had been damazed
and that the tarpaulin was nmissing. The next :':.':rni_ng;‘ cama over to
his house with the tarpaulin and stated that hs had crawled upon the roof i“m't.
nizht and removed the tarp, I‘r.-trm very mch impressed because he stated
that there had been a high wind, a lot of rain and l‘-Ht ning and the fact 'I'..~1-11.
tha tarp hed been blilahm-: un ﬂfr'Lin..it a 220 volt high tension line, 1ha fact
thot VNSRS, 123 very brave to have gobten up on tha roof in the gtorn uad

removed the tarp, At this t"‘..t:uaﬁ vas not employed by !r. (R and wus
even unknown to him, (Comment: s tends to puinf up some of the aspacis thatl

will come up later about —' attempt to make hinmself known and gain faue,
Al't.ha hﬂéﬂ-lﬂ not questioned about the whole thing, there is a pos 'mllj.*v

that the Tarp had blown on the ground and that -"w*s not as i I*-.ia &3 ha

aop=zared to be,) All in all, I, had nothing but praise fo
8., I, f a City Service Gase Station in Jdest Palm Beach was con-
tucted next, He was interviewed by Capt Carnsy and Lt Olsson, He stated that

his only contact with 23 the fact thal «fE 0] also oporated

a City Service Gas Station in the city of West Palm Beach, This was approximately
twa years ago, He stated tua* had done some rather odd things. Cne of
the instances was when they were having a meeting of many dealers in the souther
Ylorida area and ﬂ had gotten un and nada some rathsr foolish statemeata,
Ho did not elaborate on these statemsnts and since 1t was ouvious that lx. (e

did not especially care for , the interview was cut off since it appeared

that personal opinions instead of facts were entering into the discussion,

9. Dr. a physician in VWest Palm seach, was contacled by Capt Uarney
and Capt Ruppalt, .Eia retained by the Police rLepartment as a consultant,
lle has besen used many times on nental cases and althouzh he is not a psychiatrist
he is somewhat faniliar with this aspect of medicine, He stated that he had h
several contacts wita and that he was ths doctor who treated ﬂ
wvhen he was supposedly injured when an zutomobile fell on him, He gtated that
gomatime back, he was not sure of the date, ad been working at a
garage that sells Crosley automobiles in West P peach and that en automobile had
suppoaedly fallen off a hoist and landed on DesVergers, lle stated 1‘,‘1'-‘*
'H”i:l taken to the hospital and complained first of Lzing complelely paralya: he

octor said that he and three other doctlors e::*ﬂ;.n..mury closely eand
1:-:;;,,,, nany x-rays., After this thorough examination, the concluded that there was
absolutely nothing wrong withgupeERe o continuad to complain however, that
he was paralyzed, in great paln, etec., After several days, he was allowsd to get
up in a wheel chalr, The doctor stated that during the time he was in the yhael
chalr that he traveled all over the hospital, visited all of the offices and all




the patioants, telling them how vad ott he really was. Yhis was creatinz a2 lot

of contusion in the hospital so the wheel chiair was taken away from hii L snd he waa
glven a pair ot cru*.a.:heﬂ. This didn't help nattera very much as far as the cone
fusion was coacernad as he continued to go around telling people that he was in

bad condition, wuring this time he would tel aphone his mother who is beliaved
have been llving in lakeland, Kla,, end would tell his mother how he was sutiaring
and what a nad condition he 1."*3 in, 1his contiaued until Ur, —. recaive n -
telephone call trom grandtather, lha p:r.';x_'-r.lt'u.-".}mr sald that

mother was in a near glalte ol collapse because of these telephone calls snd that
llzfﬁ-ﬂin_s{rhiﬂ grandson, that he douoted ir things were exactly the way he was + »Lling
uiom, He requealed that they refrain trom lebting “ call his mothsr, The
coctor also stated that atter vas released from the hospital, he wanb a nwWAY
ca o vo week vacablon, Vhen he came pack, he stated that during this tuu wesks or
poaslibly a month, the doctor was not sure of which, or over how long a period of
vime, *E*Eﬁ'tﬂl that he had brokan his 1?;—*. Tha doctor raid that from all
uuqra._ca.a he could not hava broken lis leg and recovered so fast., Ur. e
uncler the immresslioa that ¢lained paralysis, etc., strictly as a deal

w obLtaln insurance money,

* | _ was very emphatic in his views L‘a—w
fz2 sald that he would heaitate t§ say the man was insane wever, hae i &

- vne '3 insane, however, ha ia dafinitaly
nentvally unbalanced, He kept using the word Mexhibit wmi.it’ all of the time in

d=: :L"“iL.I.ﬂE: Dr, :.-u..uh'l that a Mr an insurance man in

viest Palm, had hﬂjlc_l"d the insursnce and could probably give us more infornation
on S

10, I-Er.?wm contacted next., He atated that his only connection with
‘ had been duwring his insurance claim th-tm;ﬁ had mads, He ntatad
however, that he didn't remember the case very w2ll and that the insurance company
hod not pald i [i- caid tha' he hed recelvad several letterss fro 3
m requesting the status of the clalnm, ete., but that the ingurance company

ad ¢losed it out and did not intend to ;*uy. The queation was asked as 1o
~background, hii;e'.ra“ he was notl too faniliar with the pgeneral aspa2cts

. supgested that a lir, who vorked in the Deavers
vho had previcusly emnloyed be contacted.

Yo, wad contacted by Capt Carnsy and LU Olsson. He stated that
had vorked for thsir garage as a mechanic starting in July of 1950,
stated tha

,.r'" .-‘ 3 1.r P 1;.13 t'ﬂ }u.‘y l-l-l_"# '."'--‘.I'-”" f U,j.t-l" 1frl‘-.‘_-'l'd_ -.'j J. ;'_\ t]“-'\‘r.':]'.l.
a Croaley autonobile uhlich had every kncwn acceszory attach=ad to it and stated

that q couldn't go ten feet in the autormobile ‘.;iT-.‘jut madly spinning the
wheels and that he was vrone to exagrerate a great deal, He EI.'Li.C.l that “

‘ . e b
Yotor Company,

11,

=
wag very orone ton exagperate on all stories and that several times hal done several
things that were rather "shady". Ons tim: was leflt i‘: charga of the
uf"."r-a and the two other peoplas left. ‘lhere was a brand noew engins for a Crosley
o 3 &1 e 4
LAt :

utomobile in the sl .:m vaen they left. When Lm r came back they noticed
UI‘IdJ.nH didn't appea r to be the sane one, Wher they got to checking sarial nuabsars
they found that dhrin;; healr absance, “&:;.L suitched the brand ne _
for the motor in his Crosley. He was never prosecuted for this,” however, Another
tins he had passed bad checks, lio was employed by these people when the automghile
fell on him off the hoist.




12, After the interview with I*’r.?- the officers returned to Vest
Palm Beach International Airoort to Capt Carney's otfice, ilhis was aboutl 5

o'clock in the afternoon and it was decided that ifr, the press agent
for be contacted, It was understood that was on vacatlon
and that g cover for calling -. would be to try % locate hinm, Capl Larnsy
called at hig otfice and asked where he could get in touch ‘.-Iit}'l*
f stat 'that? had just left his office aftaer conlerring for two or
hree hours on the Incident, and that he would be very glad to contact him, Capt
Carney hesitated a 1little bit ba2cause he had nol expected this answsr but did Thiok
of an excuse as to why he dida't urgently need to Daa? After this, we
ot Kiel into a discussion of the general subject of the lncident an sbated

that just that afternoon he had broken his contract with m ia statad
that ?ﬁ had told him about his background b;m hE vised him that
with suech a background, no reputable editor in the Uni®Sd States would ever touch

the story. He had also advised that any reputable editor vould checl
his backeround before he bought fhe story and the best thing to do would e to
drop the whole business, “ stated that if wanted to back out, that
was all right, that he was going to stick to it and atlempt 1o sell the astory.

He stated that when it came tims to releass the story, ths Air Force would baci

hinm un 100 wareent., (Comment: ‘L-‘h-::r:a‘ pot. this idea is strictly unxnown

to the Alr lForce,)

13, At approximately 1930 on 9 Saptenmber 1952, Caont Rupp2lt and Capt Carney
attended a boy acoul meeting in a church in West Palm Beach, rla,, in order to
contact the three boy scouts who had observed this incident along with iT, P
and to talk to a Lr, who was the boy scoub iroop chairman. Lr,. at in
with Capt Ruppslt and Capt Carney., In general, the boy scouts wsre rather difficult
to talk to. Thay were rather exclted and nervous szbout the vhole thing and in nany
cases their answers did not make a lot of sense, I1U is not belioved that this wvas
because they weren't telling the truth, but they were just youngsters snd were a
little bit nervous. Capl Rupnelt wore civilian clothesa, however, Capt Carnay was
in uniform and the boys were rather impressed with the whole thing, 4ll three boys
collabvorated the first part of the incident so it will be given as a general state-
w2nt not repeating each of the three boys' stories, It seems that after the scout
na2ling, ur” took four boy scouts in his cur with the idea of taking
tham home, 7They did not go straight home, however, they first went out to a
place called the *"agon VWheel” which is a drive-in soda fountain, They hal a
cold drink end oroceaded in the direction of a drive-in theatre wasl of llest Palnm
Beach. Th2 boys were under tha impression thatl “ was taking them to
the drive-in, howevar, they stated that something happened and they declided not to
go to the drive-in theatre but to go out to a speedway, (Comment: The boys were
pinned down to try to find out what had happened to make them change their ninds,
however, thay were very vague about this point, 7This was the only time in the
interview that they seemed to b2 attemnting to cover up something, It was not cdoter-
nined exacily what thay were trying to cover un, if anything., They errived at this
speedvay which is used for stock car racing and stated that they were going to sese
how much water was on the track from the recent rain, There was no ons else at
the track and there were no races in progress at the time, They stayed at ths

track for several minutes und then started back down nilitery trail toward the

. I —



1 =
]

boya' homes, (Comment: It seemad rather odd to the interrogs ting officers thal
they would go to an abandoned race track just %o see how much water there was on

the track., One possible explanation is that one of tThe bov's falhers has sonmeihing
to do with the stock car reecas end it might have been that they were just lnlervested
in the track. Secondly, the officers were inforned that it is the policy to take
tha boy scouts on trips around the ci ty of West Palm B2ach to show tnem diffoeroant
factories, plants, ete. However, this does not satisfactorily accoual for tha

fact that they would go out to a desertsd roco track.) Ore of ths four boy scouls
was taken home before the incident, HHis name was not obtailuned and since he was

not involved no effort was made to find out who he wvas,

1/, fﬁ* and the three boy scouts were driving south on millitary
trail, thzy aporoached a pointv vihere SRS - oos500)y oboerved the object,
The first thing that happened was that<EPEPsW a light to his left, Iloce
of the boy scouts saw this 1light, At that time stopped his autonobile,
got out, and removed two machetes, or two knifes, and two flashlights srom ths
trunk of bis car. The boys asked him what he was going to do and he said that
he thought he had seen either an aireraft erack up or a flying sausar., The boys
h:.-uu'.rer; were afraid and convinced that he shouldn't go back into tThs
woods and that they should go on, got in the car, staried cdown the
road when one of the boy scouts by the name o

m claimed that he say

white lights beck toward the spot where they had originally seen the lights, At

this time they stopped and went back. m:::‘t out of tha car and supposedly
all he was carrying was one machete and two Tlashlights, He gave the boys insiruc-

tions to po get help if he wasn't back in ten minutes and started into the woods.
The boys claimed that they could see his flashlight going back into the woods,
From this point on, the boys' stories varied to a certlain degree so thal each
one will be given separately,

15, The first boy that was interropated ‘.1:13“. ?ia
annroximately 12 yrs. old, a rather large boy for his age, and appeared to bLe

belligerant to a certain extent, He seemed to be the leader of the grous and
enything he said was law, He didn't seem to be too cooperative on the whola
thing and vhensver he was pressed for an answer he would "“elanm up™, He kept
stating, '"Well that's vhatdjjjimeaid, so it must be the truth,* la states
that he did not see the first light that F saw, howesver, shortly after-
wards, after GMMEP had gobt out, made the statement sboubt sceing flying gaucers,
and got back into the antomobile that h looked out of ths window and

saw a semi-circle of white lights about thrse inches in dlameter golng down at
an angle of 45 degrees into the treea, llone of the other boy scouts saw this.
They turned the car around, vent back to the spot and stoppsd. He then said
that he saw * go back into the woods ard that the next thing that he
saw vas a seriea of red lights in the clearing., It is interesting to note tha
he definitely said he saw the lights on a clearing and as wlll be ghown furthe

along in this memorandum, this point is highly doudilul, As soon as he saw the
red lights he claims that he saw QR “stitten up™ and Foll. o oo Lion
er, in the presence o1r Lr,

”
T

disnissed and the otftic

dP the trop chairman, tallad
to a“und* together., YNNI 0 vas 11 yrs, old tonds




to ba rathar silly about the whole thing. He couldn't seem to consentrate on
his ansvers and was not considered a good source, i, oo Lo other
hand, although he was the youngest of the three, seemed to be the most logical
thinzer and gave the straightest answers, Both of thess boys seemed to have
about the pame story. They were driving down the road wher saw the

first light, ﬁ stoppad the cuar and got out, but | admitted
that he was afraid oi the whole thing and wanted o go on, consequenily, they

wvent on, Then so ecaw a white light, however, he states it looked to him

like it was a ccmmon, ordinary meleor., Aafter w turned the cor
around, went back down the road and stopnead, never did see any
white liphts that he could remember, They both saw w going througn

the woods, could see flashlights flashing on the lrees and then he dissppsared

for a few seconds, at least the light disappesared, The next thing thsy saw was
e series of red lichts, They said they looked a lot like flares or sky rockets,
‘ha lizhta were not making any definite pattern, some of then wsre going up,
some of them were going down, or going eround and around in all directions., It
just seemed to be a type of six or eight red lights going in all directions,
They got out of the ecar and ran down the road to gel help. The boys stated
that upon arrival at the farm house, they told the people That their scoutl
neater was in trouble and to make a nhons call, which the people did, Scon
afterwards the people eaked what the boys had seen and they told their story

of the light to the people before either the sheriff or GNP shov2d up.

16, All in 211 the boys' stories wvere rather conflicting and it was very
difficult to obtaeln any facts., The only one fret that geemed o stund cut in all
of their minds was the fact that they did see red lights out in the palmetio grove

aftor NN hod gore in,

17. After the boy scouts were interrogated, a long discusaion waz held with
Lr, scout troop chairman, He stated that his {irst contact with
w23 when he contacted him to see if he would be scout master, bLr ctated
that he is a member of the local Optimist Club end that the Optimist Club had
decided to sponsor a scout troop and appointed him as chairman. He was looking
around for a scout master and heard that would be interested in such
a job, He contacted and said that he would take it, A%
this tine, - knew nothing abou haracter or background and the only
thing that he had ever heard about him was that s had been in 2n automobile accident
(i.e., The automobile had slipoed off a holst and hit hinm) and that he had been

very ill for a while, He stated that he first notices vas not exactly
normsl actinz one night when ?cmie over to ur, house to hslp hin
paint a2 cabinel they wesre making for the boy scout's meetlng headquarters, LHe

stated that at that tim: repeated the rather tall tale sbout a son
vho vas at that time about four months old, le said that the child, although
he is only four months old, could walk and talk and had a number of teeth, The
doctor knew that this was rather absurd and couldn't figpure out 1;113*
would tell such a story. He wes even interested enough to maks a spec effort

to see the child, not that he belicved QN -but he seensd to want to doubls
check the story. He stated that after he saw the child, he was undar the impression




+hat the baby wa -r'h'i{:t'l‘; normal for a four month old child, th'.‘ also
roted that se v#rnl nights after the incident p‘ abtended a2 scout mect-
ines which was also at ?:—nr‘rﬂ-ﬂ by maay of the seouts' parentc, with no invitation
he ',-:.,-;1' up end said that gince they were eoll interesied in his experlience that
he would answer questions, Uvhen someone did ask a question he sluted that he
couldn't answar it because of h*a "secrecy agreementi", lie also stated that whatl

H

he knew might create a panic. 2 told several other incidents that he had heard
from hearway and suggested th: tt we contact a iT, - of the (N ©lubing
Uomoany,

18, On the morning of 10 September 1952, Capt Uarney and Capt luppalt along
with Lt Olsson proceded to the Hardyare Store to tall to 1 s
also called in his brother, ?, vho lknew o, [0 cold that

' iversi ilitary Academy in September 1941, They

thoy {irst met * at Riverside ii
stated that they gol to know * because it was a common thing for all

students from cne state to get to know each other and 1..111.:9”3 wag fror

Lake City, ¥la., they natur: 11:,' P‘:}u acquainted with him. They 8ald Thot h:: was
"wind of wild“, "fun-loving", and "a prankater®, They sald that they were familiar
enough with him that they used to invite him up ‘-;41 their hone in West Palm Deach
on veekends, They stated that he pulled several pranks whlle he wos at tae
military academy, one of the most outstanding ones was éying nis hair, Thay

stated that at one time the boys were all complaining aboul the Type of food

that they were getting at the academy so in protest many of them dyed their

hair red, * vent one better by dying his halr green, After he had

done this, he changad colors eeveral times and dyed his bair so many tines his

hair began to fall out, He gtated that they do not know exactly what happensd

to him but the last they heard of him at the military academy was that he had

gone AVOL end as far as they knew never finished high school, They stated that

he does claim, however, to have gone to the Unlvergily of rlorida, I this ia

true, he would have had to have graduated from some high school, They are not
avare, however, whether or not he really graduated, They stated that the next

time they saw him was about a year ago. He had just finished working in the

garage and had had his acclident, He told them that he had had 2n accident and

that 2 car had fallen on him and that he lsy under the car for several hours scceraan-
ing for help but nobody could hear him and he had suflered a great deal of pain,
(Comment: This was checkzd on and found that he was nol lyinz wndsr the ecar for
ceveral hours, that there had besn help right there when he had fallsn,) He talked
to th and related some of the things ha had bean dai.rr. He said that since
he ha em that he had been driving aut-ambilw in stock car races, He said
that he had won all of the races in sauth:m ¥lorids circuit by driving a Croaley

in a modified stock ear races., Soon after this, Mn;} a City Service
Cas Station close to 't-h?ﬂ establishment, came down and offered to
service their trucks for them and since thsy knew him, they switched all their
business to him, He made big statements as to how nuch service he would give
them, how he would polish their trucis, end everything elsa, Hes did do this

for about tuwo weeks, However, after two weeks he didn't do it anymore. iie
operated the grs station for ﬁevﬂrnl months untlil he besgan to I‘;Et into fiuancial
trouble, They stated that thay believed h2 had overstocked his station and waa
unable to meet his bills, The bulk gas truck refused to dqllver gas Lo him excent

.
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“An opening suililenly appeared in the dome. A ball of fire drifted toward me. . on Kol of misty e that gave off spacks. 1 thees iy aimie-

'd heard about Sonny DesVergers' encounter with

the flying saucer. The whole country had. The
news had [lashed out from West ["alm Beach,
Floarida, the night of August 19, 1952 —a 30-year-old
scoutmaster had entered a palmettn forest to inves-
tigate strange lights and, after 40 territying min-
utes, had come staggering back, his arms burned,
mumbling dazedly of a weird, dome-shaped cralt
hovering above the ground and a ercature that
spewed [ire at him from an open hatch,

It wns another saucer story, stored away by
the Air Technieal Intelligence Center, forgotien
within 24 hours alter it found its spot in the news,

Hoax? Psychological aberration? Hallucination®
Publicity stunt? Or none of these? Was it one of
those unaccountable saucer experiences reportoed
by honest, reputable persons which even the Air
Forcee, checking relentlessly, cannot puncture?

I wag in West Palm Beach to lind out. Six
months had passed since DesVergers' brush with
the unknown. How much could he remember of
it now? Had it had any effect on him?  What did
it feel like to be so close to a flyving saucer that
you could reach up and actually touch it?

1 saw Deputy Sheriff Mott Partin, who'd been
there when Sonny DesVereers stageersd from the
woods, He was a small, alert, practical man, leather-
faced and [riendly. Did he think DesVergers had
been ncting” ]

“Il I was, it was the hest darned acting I ever
saw,” Iartin answered, shaking his head, “In 19
yoars of law enforeement, I've never seen anyons
ns upset ns he was."

He sl e would drive me down the Dixie High-
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Sonny DesVergers points to where his arm was hlis-
tered by the firchall, The sparks also hurned his cap,

wiy that aflternocon to talk to DesVergers, Then
we'd o on to Hovaton to see Dobby [fulting, one
of the three Hoy Scouts DesVergers had been driv.

ing home when it hal b
promized, he'd drive o
look alt the spot olf M
gers had stumbled on th
“Was the grass in 1
I asked.
“Lady, 1 only Lnow
“It was burned in paten
And the burns on |
had been singed oli o
much he could vouch (o
We drove to he s
DesVergers was ales g
to meet us, a tall, ~Lm
face and a elean, =ore
pumped hands

was introduces! ]
enough to have sorv
war. He wore a wodlis
heard there was n year
I told him 1 wonl
would like to interiew
ning. He complisd oo
Ish look was gone. A
took fts place, nsx 7 |
memaries lorcibiy
to hae pll'.'q_n.jnl'r hi
to bring hig Iamily it
been M., . well, social
a pang of pity that
and perhaps ostracism
the wake of such an osx
“1 wish it hnd neve
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Lin the dome. A ball of fire drifted toward me. . a0 Kind of misty lire that gave ofl sparks, | threw my urms over my face amnd Tell back.” \

! ,'] l

& man who chased mystecions lights and came face to face with the terror of the Hﬁﬁﬂﬂ\ﬂlty

by Wit Fodinet _ ey

¢

..i'f-" "

ing home when it had happencd. Alter that, Parti
promised, he'd drive me over and let me have

look at the spot off Military Trail where DesVe
gers had stumbled on the saucer. [

“Was the grass in the woods really scorched
I asked.

“l.ady, I only know what I saw.,” Partin sa
“It was burned in patchy areas.”

And the burns on DesVergers' arms? The h
had been singed off and the skin was red. T
much he could vouch for, Partin said.

We drove to the shower door factory wh
DesVergers was sales manager. He came forw
to meet us, a tall, slim man with a boyishly earr,
face and a clean, serubbed look. He and Pa

pumped hands.

cnfrd' encounter with
'« country had. The
West Palm Beach,
1452 —a S-year-old
1o forest 1o inves-
- M) terrifying min-
. hiz arms burned,
tdome-shaped craft
nd a creature that
i hatch.
v. stored awny by
Center, forpotten
14 spot in the news,
"t1on? Hallucination?
wue? Was it one ol
“joerienees reportoed
whilch even the Air
mnot punclure?
1 to [ind out. Six
crgrers’ brush with
"l be remember of
un him?T What did
Hying saucer that
touch it? ,
Fartin, who'tl been
taprgered from the
cctical man, leather-
TR IesVerpers had

was introduced. DesVergers hardly looked

enough to have served as a Marine in the
war. He wore a wedding band.on his left hand
heard there was a year-old son.

I told him I wouldn't detain him then,
would like to interview him at his home that
ning. He complied cordially, but suddenly the
ish look was gone. A grim, unhappy expresse:
took its place, as if my request had resurre
memories foreibly buried.  Haltingly, still try
to be pleasant, he explained that he didn't wa

hlﬂ‘l‘lr I}H?ﬂi"ﬂ F’U‘i‘l‘l‘l | (1] Hl’l!ﬂ IIII LAFTIE Wihs I!lit— 1_0, hrinl: hiﬂ ".muy iﬂl'ﬂ 1hi'i ngn]rh lll' 'ﬁ-l'"l.l'l thl'rlf
arned neting 1 ever tered by the firvhall, The sparks oo boarned his cap, been .. .well, social changes.” and I realized wit .
. his head. “In 19 a pang of pity that a certain amount of ridicule

TOWUT sewT) AnYone way that alternoon to talk to DesVergers. Then and perhaps ostracism would be bound to follow in
we'tl o on to Iloynton to see Hobby Rulfing, one the wake of such an experience,
n the Mixee High- of the three Doy Scouts DesVergers had been driv- “I wish it had never (Comtinned on page 6




Nehhy Nuffing and two ether Boy Scouts saw the same lizhis as DesVergers,
Dohbbhy, who says, *l wish it had never happened.” reluctantly shows Deputy
Sherilf Mot Partin the size of the lights, There were about six, strung oul.

happened,” b =aid solemnly. “I like my job. I have
six mouths to feed." Six? That surprised me. 1
asked him, “How come so many?” *

His eves crinkled. He ticked off the jist on his
_!'in::f:rs. “Me, my wife, boy, dog. bird, goldlish.”

R e o g
i, [

We laughed. Then Par-
tin asked, “Did you ever
get your cap back from
Washiagton?”

Sonny appeared startled
to have this mentioned in
froant of me.

Partin said, “This will
interest you. His cap was
burned. They sent it away
for analysis.”

Sonny said no, he hadn't
gotten it back yet. We
set the lime for the inter-
view and Jefl.

“Those people who scoff
should kave seen the cap,”
Partin said, when we were
under way again. “It was
a vachting cap. The hole
in the bill hadn't burned
through, but two in the
: cloth had. He said that
when the thing shot at him there were sparks.”

We came into the town of Boynton, turned into
a homey residentia! street and stopped again,. We
spoke to Mrs, Rulling first, explaining why I was
there. A quict-spokcn, attractive woman with a

BURNED BY A FLYING SAUCER

(Continved from page )

sincere, level glance, she was frankiy hesitant as
she peered out at us from behind her screen door.

“Bobby has been in bed with the flu,” she ex-
plained, then added: “I'll see if he wants to talk.”

She reappearced and led us into a roem charm-
ing with bright chintzes. BEobby was on a davenport,
under covers.

“He's an intelligent lzd,” Partin had told me
belfore we arrived. “He's older than the other two
Scouts. I was particularily impressed with the way
he gave me his story that night.”

Bohby's reticence to discuss the affair was
marked. He kept looking toward his mother.

“Sonny had been in the habit of bringing Bobby
home after Scout mceting.” she began for kim.
“When Bobby didn't get home that night, we were
terribly worried. It didn't help much when we got
the call that they were at the sherilf's office.”

“Why don't you want to talk about it?" I asked.

¢ looked straight at me. “I've been teased at
" schocl,” he said simply. He studied his hands.
“I wish it had nover happened,” he said, word for
word Sonny's statemcent.

They'd been driving down Military Trail toward
Eoynton, he said, when Sonny [irst saw the lights.
There were six or so of them, strung in a level
row, like the windows of an airliner, and they

- s L % P
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BURNED BY. A FLYING SAUCER ccontinued jrom page 1)

in advance that there were some details he
would withhold. “I'm not here to challenge,”
I said, “Just tell me your story.”

He had run into the woods with his lantern
and machete, he said, leaving the boys by the
car, He looked up at the stars for his bearings.

“I went about 200 yards,” he said. “In
Florida there are apt to be swampy areas and
guicksand., When thick palmetto growth stops
abruptly vou can step into anything. When 1
roealized I was in a clearving, 1 kept my eyes on
the ground, I walked about 20 feet into the
clearing and stopped.” :

He stopped talking and looked at me., "It
was a funny thing, I had the feeling I wasn't
alone, Nothing Lo account for it, Just a [vel-
ing. And suddenly the atmosphere was in-
sulferably hot.

“I looked up at the stars. Darned funny...
it was black up there. There were no stars,
I shone my lantern upward. About four [cet
above my head there was a dirtyish gray metal
surface, 1t couldn't have been more than a few
seconds I stood looking, but it was all so clear,
I remember noticing that the metal’s grain ran
north to south and there were no seams.”

“You'd walked in under it?"” I asked.

447 could have touched it with the machete, My

whole body tightened up with fear. 1 re-
m-mber thinking, ‘Get out of here!” I must
hive been very close to the outer rim of the
thing because, when I hurriedly backed off, T
was in the open and the thing seemed to be
buacking off from me at the same time, Like it
was taken by surprise. I could see the sil-
houette against the sky . . . dome-shaped with
a flat bottom, about 30 feet across. There were
no lights, The rim began to tilt up.”

He stopped again, groping for some way
o go on.

1 remembered the original story.
see someone?”” [ asked,

He thought about that,
at last,

A living creature?  He nodded slowly,

Would he describe what it looked like? No,
he sald empbatically, that was one ol the things
e wouldn't tell me, People would think . . .
well, he'd just rather not,

“I saw it when an opening suddenly ap-
peared in Lhe dome,” he said. It was like a
hatch that flew open. And at the same time that
I saw it, a bail of fire drifted toward me from
the opening. It's hard to describe |, . | it was
a kind of misty fire that gave off sparks. It
scemed to float toward me and envelop me and
a stench filled my nostrils and throat. I threw

“Did you

“Yes,” he said,

DesVergers—"1 thought T was dewd. 1 conldn’t
even [eel the ground, Ty whole body was numb,”

my arms up over my face, Then 1 staggered
and fell and everyvthing went black.”

When he eame to, the thing was gone,  Just
black stillness. He was dazed and his arms
hurt and his throat was raw,

“I was alraid I was dead,” he told me,
“Really,” he emphasized, as if fearful I would
not believe him, “1 thought I was dead, I
didn’t seem to be walking on ground. I couldn’t
even feel the ground. My whole body was
numb, All I could think of was the kids, wait-
ing for me out by the car. I ran into the woods,
feeling iny way in the darkness, 1 made it to
the car. I don't remember what I said, Alter-
wards they told me I still had my machete,
Everything was kind of hazy.”

e sat there, his story ended., I made some
" small talk about the bird and the goldfish, I
wanted to leave, so Sonny's wife (who had left
us alone during our interview) could come home
and they could turn out the lights and go to
bed and forget once more. And though he said
nothing, T couid (eel his yearning to be believed,
his desperate, unspoken plea for my faith,

I shook his hand and thanked him and went
out. The stars were bright and symbolie of
all the mystery of the future. 1 thought of
Sonny DesVergers' story, and what Bobby
Rufting had said, and the supporting testimony
of Mott Partin. I thanked Gaod that 1 was not
a judge and jury charged with ruling on
whether the scoutmaster did or did not actually
come [ace to face with a [lying saurer. T had
only to set the [acts down, as I have done here,

But I will tell you this: I have complete
faith in the integrity of all three—DesVergers,

lobby and Pa-tin,
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plunged right into the woods. Sonny thought it
was a plane crashing. Excited, they talked of in-
vestigating the strange sight.

A quarter of a mile further on, Bobby saw the
lights again. Now they scemed to be right in the
trec tops. back about where they'd first been
spotted. Sonny turned around and went back a
quarter of a mile,

He rot out his lantern, pocket flash and machcte
—for hacking through the underbrush.

«¢Jf vou don’t hear from me in 10 minutes, go
back up the road to that house and call the
sheriff's office,” he told the three Scouts. Then he
plunged down the road embankment and off into
the woods, his lantern bobbing between the trees.
- When he failed to return, Bobby and the other
two boys ran to the house and called the sheril(’s
office. Partin, who was cruising nearby, was con-
tacted by radio and reached the scene about half
an hour alter Sonny's departure. While he was
trying to get a story {rom the boys, Senny suddenly
apprarced at the bottom of the embankment.

He was white-faced and shaking and kept re-
peating: “I'm coming, here I am!” His lantern
was gone. but he still had his machete.

“He was a sorry sight,” Partin put in. “He
was talking a blue streak but he didn't make any

sense. I backed away from
him. That machete . . ."

Mrs. Ruffing said she'd
secn Sonny's singed arms.
He'd come down the next
evening to apologize for
making Bobby late. She'd
seen a secping blister near
his watchband and he
had mentioned a tingling
feeling in his arms.

We said good-by to the
Ruffings and drove back
down Military Trail. We
stopped, just before sun-
sct, where Sonny had
stopped that night., We
went through the woods
—those lonely, dismal
palmetto thickets—to the
cicaring where Sonny had
known terrer. 1 saw
where his lantern had

B e iy il . . iiis il

been found. where his elbows had made an imprint

when he fell to the ground and where the burned
patches had becn.

It was good to leave that grim place. Three
hours later, I sat with Sonny DesVergers in his

. -
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Phalograshy by Arcela Calemiriy

DesVerzers, in the clearing where he encountered the gray dise, tries 1o recon-
struet for Deputy Partin the size of the strange object. He alse showed Partin

patches of burned grass in the area to substantiate part of his amazing story.

neat living room. His little son was in bed. His
wife and dog were absent. 1 studied his honest
face. !lere was a man reluczt»:' to relive an un-
pleasant experience, yect determined not to run
from it. He warned me /Continued on page 20)
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‘1lying Bowl? Air Force Probes
Yix-Marine’sEncounter WithOne

By The Associated Presy about three feet thick at the edges

L Trouts added detalls here today
» an ex-Marine's story of his en-
;mnter withh a strange object In a
ural wooded area Tuesdav night,
and in Washinzton an Alr Farce
okesman said an officer had been
‘e to check on tae incident, but
no conclusion had been reached.
The depuly sherif! and Boy
Scouts toid of scorched . grass,
wrange  lights and showers .of
narks In the area where+D. S.
‘asvergers sald he was “blasted by
~ 2al ol fre’ from the object
vhen he investigated ' flashes of
1177t near & country road,

e, Desvergers,: thirty, hard-
ware salesman, Scoutmasier and
former Marine, said he was ques-
tloned last night at the Wost Palm
Beach Internaiional: Alrport by
‘aMeers from Washington whom he
relused to identily., |
[ The Scoutmaster has described
‘= object he encountered ‘as

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla., Aug.|and high enough at tha eenter fork
“J.=A deputy sheriff and two Boy |men to stand erect inside,

e ~——

He was quoted as telling a Palm
Beach reporter today that he
Anows what the object was, bu:
added, “it's better for me nob to
g0 any {urther for the public good

because it might cause , , . panle.”

Mr, Desverzers reported he was
taxing three Scouts home Tues-
day night when he stopped to .':ﬁ_-r-
vestigate the lights in neéarhy
woods. He saild when he flashed
his light on the cbject, he wwas
blasted by the ball of firg and
ovarcome, -

Deputy Sheriff Aott N. Partin.
summoned by the Scoutls, sald ths
halr was singed off Mr. Desver-
Zer's arms and three tiny hojes
were ‘burned in his cap. He, also
said he found evidence of scorched
grass where the Scoutmaster said
nhe encountared the object,

One of the Scouts, Charles
Stavens, sald the group saw a “biz

S j g EpaEpPaLy
Lo BT Corpd WATH L - el @il

on fmaay, i483

shaped “like half a rubber, ball,”! (Continued on page 28, column 4)
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Flying Bow!?

!
|
|
{Continned from page one) \

glowing white light come down out
n_! -ne sky" and “thers were anout
515 reddisn lights around jt when
1L neared the ground.”
| ;lavtd nowan, another Scout
said, that soon after Mr. Der.v-r-:
weIS enterad the woods, something
“went off and showered sparks all
over the arem like a roman;
candle.”
11:1. Washington, the Alr Force
chutesman sald an officer had
[‘awn to Lhe scene from Alr Tech-
Jnieal Intelligencs Center, Wricht-
P;Lt_ter.'mn Alr Force Base, Da:.."run
{_lh_m. The center has the reunnn-'
sibility of analyzing the reports of|
unusual aerial ahjects, *
" The Alr Force spokesman saidh
we cannot tell yst fust what |t
| 'ﬂ'."l:lrl.hﬁl"‘." ke added: “We snoke
o the man, but we had nuti‘lmsﬂ
14RO Low upon which to base n
Jroneiusion. “We are going to cone
'‘inue (0 check up and ‘o get all
the facts together.” |
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oa a 0,0, basis. bLuring one of these gas dﬂliVEfiEE," had brought

a check to Le cashad go that he could pay the gas man. +hoy cazhﬁd

the check, bu bounced, Shortly therecafter, the gasoline combpany Cl?l”ﬁd ??fﬂ

on him, the city cut the water supply off, ete., and h? closed the station, nifnr
this, his automobile was repouasessed and for all practical purposes he wzat bankrupt.

19. He had told the gbout his discharge {rom the Marines sud his
story w2s that after he got back from overseas he landed in California, Iz sy
an ad in the papsr that sormeone wanted a person to share the driving {ron Cali-
fornia to Florida, He stated that vhen he got to llorth Florida with this person
that tha person disapneared and it turned out that the cer was a stolen car and
was picked up, (Cormment: Ona of the other sources stated tha

atory was that he was out in Cslifornia and that he and a friend had piclked
un a couple girls end were driving along when the police stopped them, He stated
that he had not known this friend very well and it turnad out that the friend and
two girls had stolen the car but they got out of the charge.) ‘the rothers
said that they had scend® scveral tines after he closed nis ges stutlon
and that he had invited them over to his house on two or more occasions, They
stated that the first inkling thsy bepan to have was that something wus a little
odd was the stories thatl 8 told, They repeated their stories and they
will be noted here for possible value and psychological study, They stated that
they understood the Miami UDaily Herald had also picked up a story thaiwifiiiilji s
supposedly saw some person jumn off the roof of a bullding in New York City sometine
2z0 but upon looking for the body the police could not {find it, lle then had sone
long story which they did not remembar that accounted for the disappearsnce of the
body. In this instance he also supposedly hired a press agent.

20, Once during a birthday pﬂrt}r,’ stated that during thz war
he was a lMerine'and had been on sea duty on a battleahin, !e gtated thatl one day

he was contacted by an Officer of Haval Intelligenca who asked him to go on a
secret migsion, He was taken to Weshington and given a briefing by a group of

Colonels then taken to California to go to school with some more Colonels from
Waghington, le was flowm to the Pacific to map Jap held islands that were

unchartered, le stated that he was taken to the island under cover of darkness

in a PBY aircraft along with his surveying cryptography equipment and that as they
approached the island a life raft was inflated and thrown out of the waist window
of the P3Y, “he PBY landed in the dark in unchartered waters next to the raft

and put and his equipment into the raft, With ths cover of darkness he
addled up vo the beach aud buried 21l of his equinment. Yestated that at
Lhe beginning of the story the island was 7 x 3 mi. long and at the end, it was

25 x 50, After about two wesks of hiding from the Japs all day and digging up

his equipment and swveying at aight, he had mapped the island, In many cases

he had brushes with Jananese Officers and once during his two weeks he was lying

in some bushes hiding during the day when the Japs walked by so close to hinm they

could touch him, When the job was finished he had set up a rendezvous with.the

P3Y and it landed at night. However, the Japs saw the airplane land and knew that

he was on the island, lie inflated his rubber raft and started paddling toward the

alreraft but the Japanese started to fire at him and sunk his life raft, Lowever,
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in the raft he had a Gibson Girl radio with a balloon for an antenna, e quickly
inflated the balloon, crawled on it and flowed out to the PBY, A4s he was being
pleked up by the airecraft, people were reaching down oul of ithe haleh heloing
him, uvuring the time the Japs were shooting at them and gseveral of the sailora
vho were helping him were bsdly wounded, #Another one of hls sloriecs was that
shortly afterwards he was discharged from the larines he was runaing a filling
station in nrorthern ¥lorida, One night when he vas alons, a hold-up man came in
with a 45 and attemnted to rob him. However s tolkcd to the hold-up
man and tolked him out of the robbery, took his gun away from him and gave hin
enough money to take the bus out of Town,

21. Another story was that he had been a PIC lest pillot in the lkarines and
had flown about every type of naval and mavine fighter sireraft., It so happenad
thatl the brothers are civilian pilots and started to guastion him about
flying. They said it was very, very obvious to ithem tha® he had never bLeen i an
airplane before,

22, They stated that in goeneral seemed 1o always nave a gltory

hat would top one told by anybody else., They said that he was very clever and
that he always had a very convincing enswer for everything., 7They said it vas
pext to irmossible to be sble to pin him down on anything and asked him a question
that he could not answer, They stated that they balieved his mother had nonay
tecause he had passed several bad checks and they were alvays made good shortly
aftervards, They sald that ag far as they know he had several new automobiles
while in West Palnm beach and one of them was repossessed and that he had purchusad
two homes, There was a question in their ninds as to vhere he could gel enough
ronay to make down paymentis on a new car and a home, They stated that ths gensral
inoresslon around the city of West Palm Beach was about GO percent ol tha people
wers mad at * for coming in with such a story; about five percent of ths
p2ople pelieved 1t; and the rest just laughed it ell oft., They said thal personally
they were very much interested in flying saucers and followed it very closely,
howaver, they did not believe this story. If anybody excep ad g2en
it, they said they prooably would have believed it, however, they pul absolutely
no faith in enything that he said,

23. They stated that in several cases they have either been in the presencse
of or have heard thatl vas al a meeting and would voluntarily
brinz up his experience, When asked details he would immediately bring up his
“gacrecy agreement’ with the Air force and not give any details,

24. On the evening of 9 Septeaber 1952, C iluppalt, Capt Carney, Lt Olsson,
and S/Sgt Sasger went out to the spot Hhﬁ!‘ﬁ* supposedly observed the
objeet, The night was much the same as the night of the incident, no noon and
same time, The staff car was parked in aporoximately the samne spot as

car was parked, Lt Olsson and S/Sgt Seeger took a flaghlight and went oul into
the clearing where NP5 'attacked”, The lirht was visible vhile tha
two men were going into the woods, howevar, when they got into the clearing thoavy
could not be seen, The only time the light could Le sesan was wien Lt Olsson held the
light about 7 feet above the ground and shined it direectly tloward the road., It

10




vas definitely concluded that a person in the clearing, holding a llight at a
normal level, could not be seen from the road. It 1s doubled that the palmettos
grew that much taller in & three week period. (Comment: This trip was made aboutb
thres weeks after the ineident.)

Vhile at the scene of the incident, it was noted that aircraft in the traflfic
pattern at the lYest Palm Beach Alrport with landing lipghts on appeared to tie white
lights going through the woods. Adreraft in the Palm Beach area keep their landing
lights on at all times they are in the pattern,




Subject: Invesbigation off Unidentified .erial Object Keported by I, S

l. On 20 Aug 52, Capt RMupnell of ATIAA=S telephoned Capt Cerney, Intel-
lirence fo:'l.ct;ei; of the 1707th Air Base liing, West Palm Deach International
Ar lort (telephone mumber 36401, extension 234). Capt Rupoelt asked that
vhe answerg to the following duestions be oblained and eirmailed to ATIC as
soon as poselible,
a. Is Paln 3each County Airport used for nizht operation? Loas
the log show any lendings on the night of 19 Auz 52 be.ween .‘:10:1 and 23007
What were the exact time of the landings?
b, ‘hat was the d«tailed weather at Paln Beach on the 19th bhetween
JS00 and 24007 Pay special atiention to thunder storms in the area and cloud
cover, \lcre there sny scul cloude or ground fog? Cet temperature and
humidity.
¢, A Capt Zaha, Alr Drome Officer on the 22 Aug, mentioned airien
on the line seeing flercs, Get complete story.
d. Did or has the tower at lest Palm Deach seen any flares in the
arez of the sighting? Get details,
e, Lid the boyscouts tell the police their story before they net
S ot did they say?
f. uvid the hoysm.:mta tell their story to the peopls in the house?
What did they say?

ge At vhat locations in Florida are therc lavy bliups stationed?

h, Did the depulies smell any odor vhzn they went in to £ind @R
il 1ot

i. Vas there any indication that~ hat could have been

burned Lafore he went into the woods?

2o In addition to this, Caepit Carney was questloned as to the late press




.

releases thati lr, -E has acqulired ths services of a press agent, lle
stated that he had talked tu~ about 11300 on the 25th of Aug and
that ‘ did not intend to hold any information or any furth2r question-
ing fron the Air Force. ol sioted that the enlire setup was that of

his press agent to build the story up so that he could scll it.
p E LY -
as V3 ]‘.‘--'r . % i O et o . & L S
o TN 3. Capt Corney also mentioned that a farmer vho owned-the-land wnere lLhe
Vs .{_"‘.:‘.u-" bemcloms wam Sehglunbing Nag

A e sighting took-place did believeithat the grass was singed and that he had

sup~osedly taken samples of the grass and sent them to soms research orpani-

zation in St, Louis to Le analyzed, IHe elso slated that this Ffesmer had re-
celved several threavening telephonz ealls and had noticed e large black
automobile cruising around near his houss, Capt Carney stated that he had

no idea vhat this 2ll meant and that there is a possibility that it wus part

of the publicity stunt thnhae&m&d to be about to pull,

s T VU S MR p— Y
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Memorandum for Record 19 September 1952

Subject: Telephone Call to Capt Carney, 1707th Alr DBase Wing, VWeat Palm Deach
lunicipal airport, llorida

1. On 18 Sept 52, Capt L, J., Ruppelt called Capt Carney, Wing Intelligence
Officer of the 1707th Alir Base Wing, ‘est Palm Beach Municipal Airport, Florida,
to obtain additional information on a sighting reported by I, -. he
followinz aquastions and answers were obtained;

Q: Which deputy nezt ‘ coning out of the palmatto thicket on
the night of the incident?

Ay Leputy lott Parkins,

Q: Vere ths samples of prass that wvere taken 50 yds from the location
of the sighting taken from a definitely shady spot or a spot that was in the
gome relative amount of sunshine as the point vhere -luimed to have
been "attacked"?

A: The grass samples had bsen taken from & point where there wog
approxinately the game anount of shade,

Q: VesWMR' hat ever washed or ironed before it was suoposedly
burned during the incident?

A: Capt Uarney did not know the answer to this but said that he would
obtain it. He was requested to be rather discreet about this inquiry so that

?wmud have no idea we thought there was a possioility that the hat
might have been scorched while it was being ironed, Cerney stated that he would

obtain the info and wire it dircetlly to ATIC,

2, Uapt Uarney was also reguesied to pass on any ilatormation that he night
obtain in regard to the “ﬂignting.
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WEST PALM BEACH. FLA

Ve were heading south on ililitary Trazil about
one quarter nmile south of lLantana Roed when we saw &

big glare of white light and then it went out.
stopred the cor and got out, ” persuad ed
him to come hack tn the car and we st=rted south o-

gain,

VWVhen we were a half mile further south we
looked back and sow six red lights where we had seen
the white light, VWe turncd around and headed north.
Then stopped the cer and armed with a machete
and two lights started into the woods. Ille was pgone
ebout seven minutes when we saw something like a
fleme thrower shootinz flome or somiethingz that looked
like Roman Candleosg In a few seconds everything went
dim including light, We waited a few minutes
and then we turned the cer lighte on bright and ran
to the nearest houge gnd celled the Highway Patrol,

—_——
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EXCERPTS FROM FRANK EDVIARDS BROADCAST == AUGUST 25, 1952
MUTUAL DCROADCASTING SYSTEM

WASHINSTON =~ A DRINKS ARMORED CAR WAS APPARENTLY LOOTED or [6%,000
TODAY VIHILE THE FOUR QUARDS WERE AT LUNCH. THE CAR, PARKED BEH|IND THE
WARDMAN PARK HOTEL, CONTAINED AM ADDITIONAL $200,000 WHICH THE THIEVES
DID NOT TOUCH., A TOUCH OF MYSTERY WAS AODDED TO THE CRIME BY THE FACT
THAT THE TRUCK WAS PARKED IN PLAIN SIGHT OF SEVERAL WORKMEM, ,.BUT NO
ONE SAW THE CRIME PERPETRATED, BRINKS OFFICIALS REPORT THAT THE TRUCK
WAS LOCKED WHEN THE GUARDS RETURNED TO IT..sAND THAT A MAN VEARING A
UNIFORM SIMILAR TC THAT OF THE GUARDS WAS SEEN LOITERING IN THE VIC|=-
NITYs

IF THIS TURNS OUT TO HAVE BCEN A ROBBERY, IT BEARS MANY OF THE EAR-
MARKS OF THE MILLION DOLLAR DRINKS ROBBERY IN BOSTON.,WHICH IS STILL
UNSOLVED. [IN THE BOSTON CASLE THE THIEVES WORE UNIFOIRMS AND HANDLED
THE LOCKED DOORS WITH EASE.

——ﬂ'-—

VEST PALM DEACH, FLA, =~ SPECIAL =~ OVER THE WEEKEND, NEWSPAPERS ACROSS
THE NATION CARRIED A REPORT THAT A YOUNG SCOUTMASTER IM VIEST PALM

BEACH HAD ENCOUNTCRED SOME SORT OF STRANGE FLYING OBJECT IN THE w0OODS
NEAR THAT CITYs HE REPORTED THAT THC THING HOVERED JUST OFF THE EARTH
AND THAT WHEN HE TURNED HIS FLASHLIGHT ON 1T.,..HC YAS GREETED WITH A
SORT OF ROMAN CAMDLE EFFCCT WHICH BURNED A SMALL HOLE IN HIS HAT,
FUHTHEH!."GUHE, HE NOW TELLS MNEWSMEN THAT HE CAN'T GIVE THEM ANY MORE
DETAILS 4 ++BECAUSE, HE SAYSG, PENTAGON CFFICIALS WON!T LET HiM,

IT 1S MY UNDERSTANDING THAT THE YOUNG SCOUTMASTER WHO CLAIMS TO HAVE
HAD THIS REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE NOW HAS A PUDLICITY AGENT.ssAND IS
TRYING TO SELL HIS STORY TO SOME MAGAZINE. THE AIR FORCE OFFICER WHO
FLEW TO YIEST PALM DBEACH TO INTERVIEVW HIM SAYS THERE 1S5 MO RESTRICTION
OF ANY KINDaeeoIN FACT, SAID THIS AIR FORCE OFFICER: "THAT YOUNG MAN
IS FREE TO TELL THAT STORY TO AMYONE WHO CARES TO HEAR [ITeeAT ANY
TIME "

= D -

NO NEWS PROGRAM THESE DAYS WOULD BE COMPLETE WITHOUT A GENEROUS PORTION
OF POLITICS 4«50 HERE 1S TODAY!S MEASURE:

IN MEW YORK CITY, GENERAL DWIGHT E£ISENHOWER ADDRESSED THE 3lLTH ANMUAL
CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION IN MADISON SQUARE GARDEN. IN AN
ADDRESS WHICH HAD BLEN ADVERTISED AS NON=-POLITICAL, THE GENERAL
DELIVERED HIS SHARPEST BARB3 AGAINST THE ADMIMISTRATION, HE ACCUSED
THE PRESENT AOMINISTRATION OF "FALSE STARTS, FRACTIOMAL MEASURES, LOUD
POLLICIES AMD FAINT DEEDS,." HE DENOUNCED CORRUPTIOM AT ALL LEVELS,..
WARNED RUSSIA AGAINST AGERESSIQON AND DECLARED THAT ME V/OULD MEVER REST
UNTIL THE ENSLAVED MILLIONS UMDER COMMUNIST DOMINATION HAVE BCEN FREED,

FoLLOWING THE GENERAL'S SPEECH, THERE WAS A PROLONGED DEMONSTRATION
SIMILAR"TO THOSE SEEN AT POLITICAL CONVENTIONS, DELEGATES WAVED THEIR
BANNERS, STAMPED THEIR FEET, WHISTLED AND SCREAMED. |IT REQUINED ABOUT
20 MINUTES FOR THE COMMOTION TO SUSS5I10E.

BUT THE GENERAL'S SPEECH TODAY WAS DLCL IVERED AGAINST A BACKDRCP OF
CHITICISM FROM HIS OWN CAlP s THE SCRIPFS=HOWARD NEWSPAPCRS VIERE AMONG
THE FIFST TO ENDOASE THE GENERAL FOR THE PRECSI10D0EMNCY. TODAY THEY CARRIED
LEAD EGITORIALS ENTITLED: "[lKE, WHEN Do VIE START?" THE EDITORIAL SAYS
IN PART: "IE TRUST THAT DWIGHT EISENMOWER DOES NOT THINK THAT VMAT HE
HAS BEEN DOING AND SAYING THIS PAST MONTH CAM CLASSIFY AS CAMPAIGNING
FUOR OFFICEsaeFOR THOSE LITTLE MILK AND WATER REMARKS HE HAS BEEN

MAKING AT PRESS CONFERENCES HAVE MADE HIM MO VvOTES." THE Scripis-
HOMARD EDITORIAL SAYS THAT THE |9 PAPERS IN 1TSS CHAIN ACROSS THE MATION
CONTINUE IN THEIR FAITH IN THE GCEMERAL'S QUALIFICATIONS 4 ++0UT THFY FCEL
THAT HE HAS DONE LITTLE TO FORTIFY THEIR BELIEF THAT HE CAN WIlN, OlYS
THE EOJTORIAL: YIKE 1S RUNNING LIKE A DRY CREEK,"

( MORE)
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SEPT. 5, 1952

AL CHOP:

FRIENDS OF MINE IN VIEST HALM UEACH LOOKED INTC
THiS. IHEY TELL ME THEY KNOW THIS CuyY AND DO MOT
REGARD HIM AS A CREDIBLE WITNESS,

ATTACH,
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On 28 Aug 52, Thwrsday, P,l,, I went to the TFlare uand Signal Branch
in Building 156 and ¢ Lt bBerger ond several others concerning
the possibility of ' hat and arms being burned by a flare,

From the pictures of the scorched hat they gave the opinion that a
flare could have done the job, Small molien particles dron off fronm
flares as they pass through the air and could have caused the 3 pinhole
burns in the cap, ¢ scorch on the brim was harder to explain, but Lt
Berger said that one passing just over his head mighl have given the
iron=scorech effect,

There are : types of flares generally used, all shot from a Very
Pistol;l-parachute type 2-non-parachute type., The hond flare without the
pistol is alzo used. Red, white and blue are the colors, with red used
the most, The flares burn at an intense heat 1000° F and upwards ond
can burn skin bedly, Ve discharged two oulside and eacli one staried a
small grass fire, IU seems likely that if a flare wag used in the inci-
dent at West Palm, a fire would have started in the dry grass, o evi-
donce of a fire was present down there as far as we could see,

T told Berger and the other flare experts the u’hulﬂw story
and thoey were interested )particularly in the slow=moving red ball of fire

shot at hir, They said a parachute flare floating down could cause this
illusion, Arching from the near by high tension wires was mentloncd es
a possibility also. (A flare ususlly bturns all the way to the ground,)

A significant fact lies in the fact that the parachute flore cannis-
ter smelled of rotten egps Limedialely after it was shot off and this
smell lingered in the cannlster for 2 hours afterward, There was too
rmuch wind to establish if the smell was in the area of the firing,

Flare pcople offered to Lelp Project Blue ook at any time in the
future,

Lt R, M. QOlsson




On 21 August 1952 at approximately O6:40 A.M. lajor Fournet of the D/I
called Captain Ruppelt and asked whether or not we had received & wire from
West Palm Beach, Florida, ATIC had not received lhe report and Major Fournet
was so advised and stated that he could not read the report over the phone,
However, he did ask that someone go to Florida and find outl the answers to
the following questions:-

l. What was the chemical anclysis of the eap and remains of' the clothes
ash?

2, Examine the forearn,

3¢ Exomine the ground with a gigercounter,

L« Reinterrogate the three boyscouts and determine the altitvde at which
they first saw the blov.

5 Vhat vegetlation is in the area?

6., Was the flashlight on the ground near his hand vhen he regained con-
sclousness?

7. Is the scout master subject to fainting spella?

8. All circumstances surrounding the sighting, such ag:

a, How fer away were the three boyscouts?
b, Vhat coused tham to look up?
¢. What was the purpose of the trip?

d. How far were they away from ths scout maater?




20 -‘;L:;-_,ql;;t 1952

Captain Ruppelt,

thege remarks should elaar up the questions which Jou anked in
our reccnt telephona convorsation.
;‘r"'}'ﬁ'-' L0 '
Lentana Alrport 4s ussd for night landings but none sre on rcoord
for the night in gquestion.

Weathear Palm DBeach 1600 to 2400 howrs, 19 August 1952:
1600 - 25500 to 3,00 ft. EBroken, thunderstorns wast, ocecasion
aln et siation, Temp. 80 falling to 76, Relative Hunidity 87 to 98,

1930 ~ 2130 3,000 £t acattared, lighitning visible mostly South-
east, Teap. 76, Rel Mumidity 98.

1230 = 2400 3,000 ft2 seattored, no lightning visible, Tenmp. 75,
Rel Funidity 92 - 100,

No low elouls or ground fog at station.

Capt ZAIA, re: red flarss on 21 Aug 52, Could not loczie.

No red flares or ummsual ceevrancas gfzhtad by towes personnel during
pa2st two weelks.

People living whare boys usel phona and Dajuty Sheriff iott PATTIN

say boys told them aboub lights and red fisras bafore coming into contast
with Sonny.

Peraons living dlirectly across the road fpom placs whers sighting
ocomrral were contacted and staled they dld not orrive uma b4l after
the incident oocurrad.

Doputy Partin statos that thers was no unusual odor when he arrived
on the scene.

Key West Naval Station has blimps, It is possible the the Station
at Jackesonville may have ons bub we eculd nol get a poditive answar on
then.

We recolved the macheite in this afternons nmeil. e will sog that
it is returned to hin. If we can find out the answsrs to any more questions
for you, don't hesitate to ecall on ua.

.-/::7?/ "P"'E-. i‘:"-’?j-'.,-'.-f !
Y«-Captain Carnay

ﬁﬂuTka.S?Eﬂnwmus Voo Azrezs o
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1'}"(“? ta Al Loge lilng

W86 Pola | 'CACI J,n..ﬂ,r'.""lt.u.:...r..}.l'ﬂ. :;;J‘..‘d-.‘-
woph Paln Veach, Florida

vaax Contaln Ciineys

Vo bove Lopted W o ool Cor rodinlion with no ::5;1:':: X
o1lis und nre pending it to you undor soperata cover, losse
1% cnd thank kin for ito vce,

Tho jorohdicad .L.'.-._-.:r.tmry here at wWrizht ."...u....... cxxamined the
rat Uhis rorning ond have establlahed thad Lt twies A tenperatwre of
lﬁ‘.:tmm 200 ad _..Lﬁ':’? to scorsh cotion, hm_,r astate, LO*JH?_!I', woat 1%
13 foasible Chat a2 nanls gkia wil) nod suffor ‘urng 40 the hont lagts
ior o fow poconds ordy, Ve have sunt it oa to Vushingion Jor [uriher

eualyois,

t9 wvill oep you Informed of things as ithoy duvelsn nnd woud
opprecicle your dolng the puw, Thanks very ruch croln for Hur
coonersiion,

cerely yours,

; r"" 4

“J Ay

A 1*1::.1 Juenocena Section
Mrerafs and Propulsion Dranch
Tocihnical Anadysis Divislon
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Hemorandun f'or Record 25 August 1952

Subjects Examination of the iHuche'o Carried by 1o
for the Possibility of it Being Radloactive,

l. On the norning of 25 g 52, Lt R, M, Olsson tosk the nachete
which lir, “ﬂ carrying at the time he Supposedly con-
tacted an unidentiiicd serind odject o Iquipnent Lab to have it ciiecked
for redietion, It vas thorougilly checked by nenbers of the squipnent
Lab with a peiger counter and it wag deverminad that it was in no vay

radioactive,




liemorandun for Record 25 lugust 1957
Subject: Anclysis of "' fat

On the morning of 25 .mg 52, Lt R, 1f, Olsson coutacicd liajoxr
R, Harlan in the Clothing Research Division of the ledicol Unit of
dero led Lab, Purpose of the visit was to show liaj Harlen the hat
that had been worn by lir. GENNNE: 20l to deternine some facts
about the burned spots, IMaj Harlan cxmnained the hot and deteriiined
thet the three spots that vere belicved o be burns were burns, end
that the part of the hat that appeared to be scorched was actuslly
scorched, He stated that it ;;mzld oe possiile for the hat to bTe
scorched, but not turn the skin of the wesrer since cotton vurng at

between 200 and SGD“E, at vhicnh time it starts to disintesrate and

carbonize, IFrom the scorching on the hat, it spoeared that the heat

was pregsent for only a short time, 1aj Harlan believed that dve to
that short period of time, the skin could escope without sullering

burns.
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Publicity Agent Will *Proiect”
dan After “Saucer” Inicident

L1

|
By United Tress

|
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla, Augz. 24—A scoutmaster who said
lie ‘vas shot at by a “flying saucer” turned up with a publicity agent
todav to “protect” him from inquisitive reporters and the Air Force,
1. D. (3onny) Desvergers emerged [rom an overnight hideaway
long enough to announce he has made a “zentlemen’s agreement”
with Publicity Agent Art Weil that any tucther details on his experi-
once will be reserved for “certain magazines.”
Prosumablyv, the announcement o
means Desvergers will not submit | There was a phosphorous effect
) o further questioning by the AlC around the side.”
0 Foree, The Air Force in Wash-] “I heard. the hinzes open lndl
u

il'iﬁ rton said it had only an *“un-i{they shot at me,"” he said.
ofiweial report” on Desvergers’ exs- “Seeraed Like 18 Years”
corience and did not have enough| © SR R k

it \nformation to “draw a cone{ "I believe [ was under and near

d clusion,” But the Air Forca sald!it for about three minutes for

. it thought the incident is “eXe what seemed like 10 years. It was
. Plainable.”

e . __ylonly 10 feet from the ground and
e I'l he Alr Force has nn Ir-..,,a*l made a hissing sound like a tire
Jwld on Desvergers hut they talik going down.” .
r- to him like & Dutch uncle” He said those in the saucer shot
s« Dublicity man Weil declaved. “This| . flare at him that seemed tn
1), hoy's E-ntermls need to be pPro- «(oar stowly at my facs” and he}
go YOOUML. "S- _500n blacked out. '
gt Witle he is being “proltected,”| peputy Sheriff Mott Partin ar-
(Desvergers vowed to “keep mY i rived at the scens as Desvergers
.| head down. _ dashed out of the hrush. The dep-i
n.  I'm not even looking up in the uty said the scoutmaster “looked
n. |35y anymore,” he said. like a wild man."” |
¢t Desvergers, a [ormer Marine,| Desvergers said the Army has
iy “Mid rhe hair on his arm was singed |examined and re.examinad him
. Off and thrge holes ahout one- hoth mentally and physieally “and

p.|212hth of an inch in diameter were|they zave me a top hill of health,”,
[hurned in his scout cap last week e

,.While on an outing in the Ever-| (An oificer from Alr Technical
i_ltudu with three Boy Scouts: Inteiligence center at Wright-Pat-
; Desvergers said he saw flashing|terson Air Force base was sent to
. 1izh*s of what h1# believed at first!{Florida to check on the incident,
“ito .be a crashing airliner. He! (Resuits of his investization can
' dashed through the brush with a be reisased only from Washing-
machete and tlashlight, leaving the [ton, however, a WPAFB spokes.

sconts- in the car te call for help man stated last night.)
U7 I'm not back in 10 minutes.”

i Ha said ha found a mushroom. X
(haped object large enouzh (or 3ix | 2 -
$lor eight men to stand up in. e
VI It was about 10 feet hizh in F———= ==
P the canter, about 30 feet in dia.| = S
s imeter and shaped like a half ruh- = e

i
i

I
'

l
ﬂl it

}bher ball, tapering down to about a e s
l Liireaoot thickness aon the sile o __..__:__.*:...:
| e | e B
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WEST PALM DZACH 12 — A
SCouimastar wha heljavas he 13 the
first man aver attacked by n fly-
I'Z salcsr won's tall all he knows
nr balisvas ahaut it “bacanse |t
1Tt cause another Orzon Walles
ponie. " ;

ButnD 8 Desverzars, INvear-nld
Tardwars Salesman and [ormer
farine,  Indicated he was con.
vincad the rtrange objfect
trazs “who wers a3
5 1 was of them.*

And that, he SAVE, was whr they
projacted a *ball of fire directly
for my head™ when he came upon
fh®r unearthly thing Jast Tussday
nizht.

Desverzers vant furthsr inte his
femarkable sxperience wWith a re.
rorter from the Palm Bsach Post,

T N= was questionsd for sevara]

afrald of me

I,l'

B T —

e Describe

housed | sion

Ha indicated he and the aﬂmenf
were substantially in agreament on
what the object was.

“1 know what |t 15, and it's of
vital importance,* he zaid. “But
it's better for me not to go any
hucther for the piblic good, be.
cause jt might cause another Or=nn
Welles panie.*

He waa referring to an “inva-
from Mars" drama, prezented
by the actor in a broadcast sey.
eral years ngo, which cavsed wida-
spread alarm among listenerz in
many American cities,

“It's not eurs,” he added, *Ii's
not foolish to gy it will deter.
mine the future of all of s some
dav."

Desvargers was taking thres Rov
Seouts ta  their homes rlnng* =
eountry road Tussdav night vwhen
they saw “hright rad Nashes" over |
a nearhy 1|||.-r.m'=m:lt."*l

k

mstractions tn
fatled to reiy
start=d into the wands.

A3 he pushed throuzh the brush,
he zaid, the air became warmer

not right.**

““Tuen I heard the hizzing sound.
As I moved, it got louder, 1
flashad mv liaht Up and T was
right under jt.*

And "“It," he explained,
lving ssurespr pbays
eter hoverin
the earth.
shape, “like half o’ a rubber ball”
and “large enovagh for six or eight

Was n

anws “like an airliner.*
Desvsroars zald the nhject
projecied the f{lash ar ha
at him and hes was overcoame, as.
salled not emiy by |

N of fire

s ‘Saucer At

He left the havs in the car wtth;hut
gn [nr help |t he |
*n promptly. then he |

(he related, and
F.wffﬂrr.-d =
“and T became aware that all was ! when vour f

30 fest in diam. |
g about 10 fpet nhn-.*,-:
It was hemispherie in

matier of a
men to stand up In it. It had win- |

ithe bovs,
then '

ight and hntl

B

stench.

“"When T aw
fog, T had no
Ri

and gnes tn slesp,
"I walked a

ing on air.
“But the deputy

rived thers later covldn’'t find my
the rain-fresh dirt be.

inatprints in
tween where
when I fall un
I came to, The

I dr

stagzered
aid the
arms ard threa
birned in his ca

J'”'lf'}'.w'f-”’, "':-/"‘ T o _23 ,-‘;L}-; > f‘;‘J‘::. "

"
o —

taclk’

aAkened oyt af the
sense. of fealing.*

A tingling ssnszation ltike
ecol lasez cireulation

conscions, and whers

nitmber of vards.*

Sherifi's officers, summoned hy
met Desvergecs as he
from the wand, They
NAlr was zinged off his

o

averpnwering t

nce then he has

round, bt rnuldn’ti
feal the ground. It was liks walk.

|

sheriffl who ar-

apped my lamp

distance was a

Hiny holes were l
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News

by lancestry

https://www.newspapers.com/image/458376301

The San Francisco Examiner (San Francisco, California)

Downloaded on May 27, 2021

Sun, Apr 19, 1953 - Page 124

“An opening suddenly appeared in the dome. A ball of fire drifted toward me. ..a kind of misty fire that gave off sparks. I threw my arms over my face and fell back.”

Burned by a Flying Saucer

The amazing story of a man who chased mysterious lights and came face to face with he terror of the unknown

'd heard about Sonny DesVergers' encounter with

the flying saucer. The whole country had. The
news had flashed out from West Palm Beach,
Florida, the night of August 19, 1952—a 30-year-old
scoutmaster had entered a palmetto forest to inves-
tigate strange lights and, after 40 terrifying min-
utes, had come staggering back, his arms burned,
mumbling dazedly of a weird, dome-shaped craft
hovering above the ground and a creature that
spewed fire at him from an open hatch.

It was another saucer story, stored away by
the Air Technical Intelligence Center, forgotten
within 24 hours after it found its spot in the news.

Hoax? F aberration? ination?
Publicity stunt? Or none of these? Was it one of
those unaccountable saucer experiences reported
by honest, reputable persons which even the Air
Force, checking relentlessly, cannot puncture?

I was in West Palm Beach to find out. Six
months had passed since DesVergers' brush with
the unknown. How much could he remember of
it now? Had it had any effect on him? What did
it feel like to be so close to a flying saucer that
you could reach up and actually touch it?

1 saw_Deputy Sheriff Mott Partin, who'd been
there when Sonny DesVergers staggered from the
woods. He was a small, alert, practical man, leather-
faced and friendly. Did he think DesVergers had
been acting?

“If he was, it was the best darned acting I ever
saw,” Partin answered, shaking his head. “In 19
years of law enforcement, I've never seen anyone
as upset as he was.”

He said he would drive me down the Dixie High-

4 THE AMERICAN WEEKLY April 19, 1953

Sonny DesVergers points to where his arm was blis-
tered by the fireball. The sparks also burned his cap.

way that afternoon to talk to DesVergers. Then
we'd go on to Boynton to see Bobby Ruffing, one
of the three Boy Scouts DesVergers had been driv-

ing horue when it had happened. After that, Partin
promised, he'd drive me over and let me have a
look at the spot off Military Trail where DesVer-
gers had stumbled on the saucer.

“Was the grass in the woods really scorched?”
I asked.

“Lady, I only know what I saw,” Partin said.
“It was burned in patchy areas.”

And the burns on DesVergers' arms? The hair
had been singed off and the skin was red. That
much he could vouch for, Partin said.

We drove to the shower door factory where
DesVergers was sales manager. He came forward
to meet us, a tall, slim man with a boyishly earnest
face and a clean, scrubbed look. He and Partin
pumped hands.

was introduced. DesVergers hardly looked old

enough to have served as a Marine in the last
war. He wore a wedding band on his left hand. I'd
heard there was a year-old son.

I told him I wouldn't detain him then, but
would like to interview him at his home that eve-
ning. He complied cordially, but suddenly the boy-
ish look was gone. A grim, unhappy expression
took its place, as if my request had resurrected
memories forcibly buried. Haltingly, still trying
to be pleasant, he explained that he didn't want
to bring his family into this again. He said there'd
been “...well, social changes,” and I realized with
a pang of pity that a certain amount of ridicule
and perhaps ostracism would be bound to follow in
the wake of such an experience.

“I wish it had never (Continued on page 6)
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Details Are ‘Military Secret’ - ' ' }

Scoutmaster Tells Of ‘Flying Saucer’ Attack

By C. W. CABANISS requested by military authorities|eter and about three feet thick hov- said, knocked him unconscious af-|
Post-Times Staff at Palm Beach International Air-|ered in the air, spewing a rapid ter the shot fired at him burned
“I heard hinges open, and then port to withhold certain informa- exhaust, said DesVergers. 'his face, arms and the cap on his

they shot at me,” Scoutmaster D.|tion he had given them. He said he stood under it and| head. The cap, he added, has been
S, “Sonny” DesVergers said Wed-| The 30-year-old scoutmaster of could almost touch it, when he|sent to Washington. It had three
nesday afternoon in telling of the|Troop 33 said he was driving south heard hinges open and was shot in/bad burn holes in it, he said. |
“flying saucer” which hovered on Military Tr. with three scouts the face with a fiery weapon he DesVergers showed singe marks
over his head late Tuesday night.‘at about 11 pm when he noticed a declined to describe further. from the ‘‘flare-action’ of the shot
in a clearing off Military Tr. mysterious light in a clearing at Asked whether there was any- that he said was fired at him and
DesVergers of 333 Conniston Rd., a point about one-fourth mile south thing or anybody in the “saucer,” he had a .salve on his arms and
said he was ‘'still shaky’ and had of Lantana Rd. DesVergers replied: “There's face.
never been so nervous, as he un- He left the scouts in the car, something about that but 1 can't Asked if he could compare the
folded only a partial story of what told them to summon help if he tell you about it because the mil- smell of the exhaust to Diesel fuel
happened to him. did not return in 10 minutes. and itary officers asked me not to.” or anything else, DesVergers said,
He talked in “snatches” between entered the woods armed with a He did go on, though, to say that “No, I can't deseribe it.”
customers where he works at a machete, the thing definitely was ‘‘metal of He did not know how long he
In the clearing, several hundred some type, but had no seams or had been unconscious but said he

hardware store on S. Dixie Hwy.
near Belvedere Rd., and made it feet from the road, a dirty-gray rivets." managed to get up and start back
plain from the start he has been|colored disc about 30 feet in diam-; The fuming exhaust, DesVergers' (Continued on Page 4, Col, 8) i
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;3: (Continued from Page One)
ee
oui lymg Saucer

t, is toward the Trail before sheriff’s
ents |deputies arrived. They reported
and [they found the scoutmaster wan
ort- | dering around in the woods.
um-| Four different men from the
rice. | sheriff’s office were named as hav-
raw |ing gone to the scene Wednesday
elds |[morning with military authorities
ried |to investigate, but three of the four
libre | said they didn't go but thought the
ver |other went. One could not be con-
ken | tacted.
A military officer at the airport,
wn | who asked his name be withheld,
its | said when asked about the investi-
be- gnllon “I can't tell you anything,
bing | we're under strict military regula«
tions.”
up-| _Charles Stevens, 807 Ridgeland
. it|Dr., one of the scouts in the car,
Igest [Said he saw a "big glowing white
on- (light”” in the wooded area and Des-
ext | Vergers turned the car around and
wom back to investigate,
d “It seemed to come down out
of the sky, then dim out,” young
Stevens related Wednesday after-
ken‘noon He said he “still feels
mg scared” from the incident.
| “After it landed,” young Ste-
of |vens said, “there were about six
’l‘EddISh lights in a circle around
‘ t. They dimmed in about eight
“ minutes after Sonny had gone into
o:“ the woods.
Pa.| We waited a few more minutes
ree| and when he didn’t return we left
|the car and ran to a nearby house
where we called the Highway Pa-
3r trol. They probably called the
“:9 sheriff’s office.”
©| " Deputy Sheriff Mott N. Partin
Nland Lake Worth Constable Louis
“y Carroll reported they answered the
:|call, joined the boys and found
hat | DesVergers in the woods.
0| David Rowan, 1001 Paseo Andor-
re-|ra, a scout in the car, said he was
the 1ooking forward in the car and
didn’t see the first bright light the
de-| others reported, but saw the small-
tle |er lights on the thing as it hovered
e over the woods.
on,| He said the bright flare effect
which DesVergers described as the
Mlich|shot taken at him, went off about
ble seven minutes after his scoutmas-
the ter entered the woods. He said it
uc- | showered sparks all over the area
at|like a Roman candle.
Bobby Ruffind, Boynton Beach,
er-|third Scout in the car, could nof
wvas | be contacted for comment.
he| DesVergers, who said he was
by|driving the scouts home, and at
ix- the time was en route to Boynton
Beach, discounted early reports of
ut- Lhe incident that the ‘‘saucer” ex-
nd|pladed. He said ‘it apparently
as lef ** while he was unconscious.
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Saucer Man

Rejects Offer

WEST PALM BEACH —(INS)
— The West Palm Beach scout-
master who refused to tell news-
men about his alleged encounter
with a flying saucer in hopes of
making money from a magazine,
admitted Friday that the whole
idea was a financial failure.

The scoutmaster, 31-year-old
Sonny DesVergers, came up with
one of the thousands of flying
saucer stories that made the
rounds last summer. He claimed
one knocked him down in the

woods, signed his hair, burned
his hat. He also saw little people
riding in it, according to first
reports.

But when newsmen tried to
pin him down, he hired a pub-
licity agent and said the story
went to the highest bidder.

DesVergers said he had one
good offer, but he refused be-
cause the publisher “wanted to
jazz it up.”
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